The communications revolution

Oops!

The 1d black was revolutionary for three reasons.

Many of the world’s most valuable stamps result from
printing errors that ‘slipped through the net’. This
stamp, for instance was printed in two stages: once for
the red frame, and once for the image of the Jenny
Biplane. But one sheet was fed into the machine the
wrong way up, so the plane appears upside down.

1. Senders could pre-pay postage; previously it was
the recipient who paid (or sometimes, not.)
2. A single rate covered all of the UK; previously the
cost depended on the distance travelled.
3. People could buy stamps in advance and use them
when required.
It was a very popular revolution; just over 68 million
1d blacks were printed in 1840 and early 1841.

‘For valour’
Sometimes, the story told by a stamp
is there for all to read - as in this case,
which commemorates the 150th
anniversary of the Victoria Cross.

The million pound stamp
In June 2011, one of 12 surviving 2d ‘Post
Office’ Mauritius stamps was sold at auction
by Spink for just over £1 million, making
it the most expensive stamp ever sold in
Britain. Issued in 1847, its existence was
unknown until 1864 and ever since then,
it has been the dream of every philatelist
to own one.

Stateless stamps

How much to send a letter?

Many countries in the stamp album no
longer exist, or no longer produce their
own stamps: places like Danzig, Labuan
and Zanzibar. This is probably the most
recent extinction: the Republic of
Yugoslavia issued its last stamps in 2001.

In Germany, in January 1922, the basic letter
rate was 2 marks.
By September 1923, this had risen to 75,000
marks. Workers were being paid twice a day
and people rushed to spend their money
while it was still worth something.
The Post Office responded by overprinting
their stocks of previous issues and by
printing new stamps in a simple design which
could be easily updated. The top value
issued? A heady 50 thousand million marks.

Lucky ‘finds’
This stamp was never officially issued. A family member objected
to the photograph of Ms Hepburn smoking and the German Post
Office destroyed all its printed stocks. Except that a small number
escaped into the system and started turning up in bags of
‘kiloware’ - envelope clippings sold cheaply by weight. The lucky
finders were able to sell their stamps for up to 135,000 euros.

This is a sheet of Britain’s first Xmas stamps
from 1966. One of them has a tiny mistake
and has a catalogue value of £20, against 10p
for all the others. Can you spot which it is?
Clue: look for a missing letter.

History lessons
Imagine leafing through an old collection and
finding something like this: a British
Occupation Overprint on a Turkish stamp.
It takes you right back to the end of the First
World War, the collapse of the Turkish
Empire and the creation of new countries in
the Middle East.

Spot the difference

Stars on stamps
This set commemorates the 50th
anniversary of the BBC TV
Programme ‘The Sky at Night’,
presented by Sir Patrick Moore.
However, it is a tradition of British
stamp design than no living person
should appear on a stamp, except
a member of the Royal Family.
So the stamps feature the stars
on the show - not the star of it.

Endangered wildlife: a Pan-European concern
This set of stamps shows British species under threat of extinction. But the
Europa symbol at the top left tells you something more: this was a joint issue
by 35 countries sharing a common theme, where each country featured its
own species at risk.
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